John Barry
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02840

August 9, 1981

Susan J. Lisk
Curator
Porter-Phelps-Huntington Foundation, Inc.
Forty Acres
130 River Drive
Hadley, MA
01035

Dear Susan:

Enclosed please find a photocopy of "The Ministries
of Enoch and Daniel Huntington," which forms Chapter III
of my senior thesis, "The Starrs, Huntingtons, and Alsops
of Middletown, Connecticut: A Study in Family and Community,
1650 to 1830." The thesis in its entirety is currently
filed in the Honors College at Wesleyan University, and
will be moved for permanent storage to the Wesleyan Archives
in the Fall of 1982.

I hope that you find the passages on Dan Huntington in-
teresting, and I am sorry that I didn't get around to sending
you this piece until now. It has been a very busy year

for me. Perhaps you could put the chapter on file in the
Foundation's manuscript colleetion ~-- future Huntington
researchers might find it of some use. By the way, I should
mention that I did not mean to cast any aspersions on Dan
Huntington by referring to him as a "success-oriented pro-

o+ fessional." If anything, his activities reflected the temper

713

of an age in which the world was beginning to move faster and
faster, and the era of Jacksonian 1nd1v1duallsm was just
around the corner,

If you have any questions about the piece, please feel free
to write. I hope things continue to go well with your work

in Hadley.
zr%g%%ig Yours,

J. nsBarey ij}
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o CHAPTER III
THE MINISTRIES OF ENOCH AND DANIEL HUNTINGTON

Tn seventeenth and early eighteenth century Connecticut,

the Congregational minister occupied the center of a religious
community which included the majority of his fellow townspeople.
Religion played an integral role in their everyday lives: dis-
sent was outlawed moral laxity was frowned upon, and church
meetlngs were generally well attended, The minister's followers
looked to him to promote secular as well as spiritual harmony
among them. With the passage of time, however, pooﬁlation growth,
doctrinal disagreement, and the spread of dissent disrupted
Connecticut's religious societies, The demands of an expanding
market economy made it increasingly difficult for men and.women
to order their secular activities in accordance with the teachings
of the Gospel., 1In response to this tension, they steadily ffeed
the management-of their worldly affairs from the constraints of
religious doctrine. By the end of the eighteenth century, Con-
~ gregational ministers no longer occupied the center of spiritual
and secular life within their pastoral jurisdictions; and began
to understand and conduct themselves accordingly.

Enoch Huntington served as minister of Middletown's First
Congregational Church from 1762 to 1809. Daniel Huntington,

his second cousin, once removed, succeeded him in the latter

year and served until 1816. Together, their ministries




spanned aﬁ era from before the Revolution through the War of
1812, and carried the First Church through some of its most
trylng years. As members of the established clergy, both men
shared in the advantages which such a position could afford
yet also bore the brunt of rising anti-clerical sentiment in
Middletown. Enoch and Dan Huntington performéd the disheart-
ening task of leading the congregation when church attendance
was at a record low and, as family men, sufferéd financial
hardship in the care of a struggling society.

If their ministerial experiences were similar in these
respecﬁs, though, their perceptions of their roles as profess-
jonal clergmen were not. Whereas Enoch Huntington strongly
jdentified with his parish and the community of his spiritual
charges, Dan Huntington allied himself with a translocal,
proféssional_community of learned men and ministers. The
Middletown pastorship was Enoch’s first charge, and he held
it until his death, Dan Huntington was thirty~five years
younger than his predecessor and earned twice his salary, vet
abandoned the Middletown parish after only seven years of
service.

Enoch Huntington was born in Scotland: Society, Windham,
Connecticut in 1739, the sixth son of Nathaniel Huntington,

a farmer and clothier. Nathaniel Huntington was a leading

Windham 0ld Light, and raised his children in an atmosphere




of devout‘religiosity. In 1732, the earliest meetings of the
Scotland First Society were held at the Huntington home, énd
Nathaﬁiel soon donated the land’upon which the First Church
was built.l He was coﬁcerned with questions of spiritual _
doctrine, for in 1735 he volunteered testimony against the
religious views of one Robert Breck, who was about to be or-
dained in the ministry. Breck did not believe in the infalli-
bility of the Divine and Huntington, a devoﬁt calvinist, felt
obliged to testify to his heresy.2 :

The Windham Huntingtons were a prominent family in eigh-
teenth century Connectiéut, for many of them held positions
of leadership in Church and State. Oof Enoch's eight siblings,
two were graduates of vYale and three pursued careers in the
ministry. His brothers Nathaniel Jr. and Joseph became Con-
~gregational ministers.in Windsor and Coventry, respectively.
Brother Jonathan was a self-taught physician and preacher,
and sister Sybbel married the Reverend John Eells of Glaston-
bury. Samuel Huntington left the cooper's trade to entef the
- legal profession, became a successful politician, and ulti-
mately served as Governor of Connecticut. Eliphalet Hunting-
ton was the only one of Enoch's brothers to remain a Windham
resident. Taking ovef the family farm in 1767, Eliphalet
lived in Scotland Society until his death in 1799. Enoch was

one of the youngest members of this highly successfﬁl family
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and, not surprisingly, he sought to emulate his élders.3

He aspired to a career in the ministry and, in the Fall
of 1755, entered Yale to train for the pulpit. On the class
1ist (which was ranked according to the social status of the
students' parents) Enoch was placed thirteenth out of forty-
_nine freshmen, indicating that his family was relatively well-
regarded by thé officers of the College.4 In the 1750s, Yale
was a bastion of Calvinist conservatism under the administra-

tion of president Thomas Clap. In The Religious Constitution

“of Colleges, Clap wrote in 1754,

Colleges, are Religious Societies, of a Superioxr Nature
to all others. For whereas Parishes, are Societies,
for training up the common people; Colleges are Socie-
“ties of Ministers, for training up Persons for the Work
of the Ministry.o

Yale was the acknowledged training ground for the Colony's
religious leaders, and Clap was committed to preserving its
elitist, orthodox integrity, students were educated in the
Bible, the classics, and the sciences, and participated in
frequent exercises in memorization and recitation. Despite
this rigorous regimen, Enoch's diary for 1757 indicates that
he occasionally found time to go swimming or make excursions
into the surrounding countryside., In addition, he often
socialized with fellow classmates, most of whom later became
ministers or learned merchants. Huntington was a conscien-

tious student, and was constantly seeking to improve himself




He was also troubled by his moral condition. For example,

in July of 1757 he wrote,

Got up this morning while ye bells were ringing and
went to prayers -- I have had this day some bad dis-
course and thoughts unbecoming ye Sabbath. 0! may
I reform. '

Enoch appears to have "reformed" and upon.graduating in 1759,
he was awarded the Berkeley Scholarship for his academic
efforts. Spiritual devotion and a deep sense of responsibil-
ity had been the keynotes of his formative years, and would
later reflect themselves in his ministerial career.l

7 With the Berkeley Scholarship, Enoch stayed on as a tutor
at thelccllege for two more years. In August of 1761 he was
offered the pastorship of the First Church in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts, This was shortly followed by an invitation
from the Fi;stAChurch in Middlétown, whose pastor, the Rever-

end William Russell, had recently died. In December Hunting-

ton decided to accept the offer made by the Middletown Society

for, according to one historian, "this call appeared more

providential.“7 The First Church in Middletown was one of the

most prestigious assignments in the Colony, and this probably
influenced Enoch's dgcision. In addition, it isqpitelikely
that the Pittsfield Society did not offer him a large enough
salary. Soon, even the Middletown pastorship was to prove

unsatisfactory to him in this regard.




Huntiﬁgton was ordained minister of the First Congrega-
tional Church in January of 1762. 1In the early yeafs of his
ministry he was a dynamic preacher, espécially well-known for
his introduction of choral singing into the church serviceé.
In the summer of 1771, John Adams passed through Middletown
and noted in his diary, |
Went to Meeting in the Morning, and tumbled into the
first Pew T could find -- heard a pretty sensible,
Yalensian, Cconnecticuttensian Preacher...Went to
Meeting...in the Afternoon, and heard the finest Sing-
ing, that ever 1 heard in my Life, the front and side
Galleries were crowded with rows of Lads and Lasses,
who performed all the parts in the Utmost Perfection.8
In addition to his musical interests, Enoch was also an amateur
scientist of sorts, and his diaries abound in detailed weather
reports. After a visit to Middletown in 1789, Ezra Stiles
recorded, "Rev. Mr. Huntington,..went and shewed me another
Indian stone Gd. [God]l about half a mile East of his Meet9-
house...“}9 puring the Revolution, Huntington was an active
supporter of the rebel cause and published an anti-Tory ser-
mon on "the happy effects” of colonial union against Great
Britain, Thropghout his life, he maintained numerous friend-
ships with members of his parish} leading Federalists, former
Yale classmates, and people from his native Windham, In his
diary for 1786, he recorded visits to no less than 150 differ-

ent parishioners and acquaintances, On pages- 83 through 85

are excerpted entries from this diary, which will provide




EXCERPTED ENTRIES FROM ENOCH HUNTINGTON'S DIARY

January 2:

Feb.

March

4:
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FOR JANUARY 1 TO NOVEMBER 3, 1786

- - — e —

Goes to Mr. Hart's mill to buy five bushels of
wheat, and to Mr. Brooks for three pounds of honey.
Visits Col. Johnson's mother "with a cancer pre-
vailing fast upon her," takes his wife and Mrs. -
Young by sleigh to Lt. Tryon's house.

Takes his wife and Mrs. Young to Newfield.

Travels to South Farms.

Attends City Meeting, dines with Mayor Hamlin.
"T,ast night Enoch [Jr.] hurt his hand...slipping
upon the ice in attempting to get some water at the
well." ' ’
Settles accounts with the Society treasurer.
"pretty full meeting especially P.M. No Episcopal
Cchh. to day." :

"It. Governour sets homeward. Superiour Court. sits,

Dines with the Court.

"Bought tea at Mr., Richard's."

"At noon my wife informs me Dr. Dickinson informed
her [that] Mr. Hubbard had been at Hartford, &

heard brothr Saml [Samuel Huntington] was taken in

in a fit Thursday before last going from the school
houses & remained senseless the last that was heard."
Society meeting.

"Went to Durham & preach'd Dr. Goodrich's lecture."

"Many people applying for orders to turn rates."
Travels to New Haven, stays at Dr. Goodrich's.
Returns home, stays at Dr. Dana's.

"rown meeting to day." :

wphis day & last night 21 sail of vessels come up
the river, the first arrivals since the river broke
up. n i

"Bo't sugar of John Paddock & Biw T

Rides to South Farms.

Journeys to Upper Houses.

"A transient person comes in the evening, & desires
to lodge, tells me he was cast away beginning of
winter in Chesapeake, with one capt caldwell wn
[when] 20 persons perished, & six were saved, Had
been pressed 3 times on board a man of war -- had
sailed with Capt Hughes from New Haven & c.”

,_
bl
;



- May

June

August

Sept.

ENTRIES FROM HUNTINGTON'S DIARY FOR 1786, CONTINUED

1.2

"Gen'l Parsons returned home yesterday from his wes-
tern journey as a commissioner to treat with the .
Indians." '

Society treasurer's meeting.

"14 or 15 sail of vessels came up the river at once
this day, and wr [were] together in sight between

the streights and the city. This day the printer was
with me to decide the Proxy Sermon might be printed."
"Began to plough & work in the garden. Im. Sizer,
Jonth. Roberts & Tim. Brooks worked for me."

Society meeting at the meeting house.

Public fast.

"plant peas, parsnips, beets,- and carrots."

Dines with the troops at Middlefield.
Rides to the general election at Hartford.
Travels to Meriden.

GCoes to meet with the ordaining council at Meriden.

"Squire Devotion [Reverend Ebenezer Devotion] dined
at my house on his way to New Haven."

Samuel Huntington visits.

Meets with the ordaining council at Middlefield.
"Gov'r [Samuel Huntington] dined at my house, rode
with him to the upper houses."

"No bell rung at the Episcopal Church. Some belong—
ing there at meeting with us."

"Mr. Boardman, Parsons, & my brothr Dr. Huntington
& Wife at my house. Mr. Adams of Shrewsbury in the
evening."

"Went to Middlefield to attend the church meeting
& council."

Goes to Meriden to "exchange with Mr. wWwillard."
Dines with the Superior Court.

"Sent to Saml Goodrich by his son who came to borrow
my horse 5/2 which I owed him for 1 1lb. tea & 2
brooms lately had of him."

"Rode to New Haven...waited upoJ the Presidt [Ezra
Stiles].”

Travels to the Upper Houses.

il
: i.- ! .T
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ENTRIES FROM HUNTINGTON'S DIARY FOR 1786, CONTINUEb

8:
13:
17 &

22:

October 3:

Nov.

16:
20:

27:

2:

"Went fishing with Elisha Atkins."

"Attend corporation [Yale Corporation] business."
"Bp. Seabury, it is said, is at the Episcopal Chh.
today."

"Towards night took a walk with my son up as far as
the river beyond John Wetmore's."

Society meeting at Westfield. _

"Billy Hobby began to come to study here."

"Went to John Ward's: left a bag of grain as I did
yvesterday at Isaac Hubbard's."

"Dr, Gray came in from New Haven."

"Snow mostly gone in the streets. Billy Plum at my
house in the evening."

* ) * *
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some idea of the range of his activities at the height.of

his career.

In the early 1780s, Huntington was afflicted with a vocal

disorder which permanently hampered his ability to speak.:Ll

Tt is difficult to gauge the seriousness of this ailment, but
it does not appear to have stopped him from delivering weekly
sermons or kept him from thegduties of his office until much
later in life. One biographer notes, "His sermons, for years,
were whispered from the pﬁlpit, yet so great was his popular-
ity that the people would not assent to his dismissél."12

Huntington's experiences in Windham and at Yale imbued

him with a traditionalistic understanding of the responsibil-
jities and duties of a Congregational minister. Throughout his
career, he saw himself not merely as a minister to the Congre-
‘gationalists in Middletown nt, like & seventeenth century
prelate, as a minister to the entire town. He endeavored to
bring as many people into the fold as possible, and in the
church records he kept careful track of the number of people
‘he baptized, bringing his career total up to date at the end
of each caiendar year. Unlike a seventeenth century minister,
however, he was cautiously tolerant of sinners and dissenters
in order to increase the numbers of his flock, The records
of the First Church reveal that Enoch was quick to forgave

the sins of his parishioners in order to ensure their continued
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attendancé. Moreover, it was during his ministry that the
Chu;ch voluntarily released the Separatists from FirstISociety
titheé and extended its offer &f friendship to leading Angli-
can Philip Mortimer. ﬁnoch firmly believed that human inter-
dépendence and communal, harmony were necessary for man's
happiness in this world and the next. 1In a sermon delivered
in 1776 he emphasized "the wisdom and great necessity of
mutual forbearance and condescention towards one another" and

wrote,

in all bodies of men and civil communities whether great
or small, whether considered as kingdoms, provinces,
cities, towns, or still lesser societies, even particular
private houses, and families, their strength and stabil-
ity is in proportion to their union; and disunion and

. division among them have the most fatal and destructive
tendency .13 '

similarly, in 1797 he preached,
To cultivate undissembled love is equally incumbent
upon all, in point of both duty and interest...The
tendency of it is happy, the effects of it glorious
in all respects; 1its influence blessed upon private,
personal, and social good, forever durable, and last-
ing as eternity.l4
Huntington's desire to cultivate "union" and "undissembled
love" was fundamentally virtuous, He and his professional
peers erred, however, in their attempts to spread this spir-’
itual message through stringent ecclesiastical mandates and

the instrument-of party,

Richard J, Purcell has written that, "Up to 1815 .,.




rConnebticﬁt's preachers were politicians and her politicans
preachers.“15 1f Enoch Huntington was a professional minis-
ter, he was also concerned with politiéal affairs and hé
supported the Federalist platform; His elder brother samuel
signed the Declaration of Independence and served both as
president of the Continental Congress from 1779 to 1781 and

as Governor of Connecticut from 1786 until his death in 1796.
Enoch was elected a member of the Yale Corporation in 1780,

and held this post‘until 1808. As a member of the Corporation,
he had a vested interest in Federalist hegemony (although he
vigorously denied any associations with party), for the Fed-
eralists contributed to the support of the College with state
funds.16 In addition, this position gave him the opportunity

to socialize with many of Connecticut's leading ministers and

magistrates.

Accordingly, ﬁuntington‘s views on political matters were
highly prejudiced. He believed that the existing order pro-
moted social good and, although he exercised tolerance, he
could not (or wouldlnot) understand the rationale of the dis-
senter, He may have feared that, were the payment of Congre-
_gational Church tithes made voluntary, he would no longer be
able to support his family. 1In 1786 he delivered a sermon
on "political wisdom" to the freemen of Middletown, in which

he praised the union of Church and State, He lectured,



Religion is the only solid basis of a just, equitable,
and happy government, and that which alone ensures the
prosperity of a people...

All intrigues of deceit, all deviations from truth and
justice are totally, and equally, opposed to pubilic

welfare and private bljiss, and where indulged in
inevitablg sap the foundation of all their happy pros-

pects...l
In defining "just government"” and "prosperity" in these narrow,
religious terms, Huntington alienated the very disbelievers
whom he was trying to draw back into the fold. By the 1780s,

the authoritarian precepts which had governed spiritual and

secular life in seventeenth century Middletown were grossly

inadequate to the task.

Table F shows the average number of annual baptisms in the

18

First Church at five year intervals from 1761 to 1815. As

the table indicates, there was a precipitous decline in the
lbaptismal rate beginning in 1796, suggeéting that active
church membership was aléo dropping rapidly at this time.
Although it is tempting to link this decline to ﬂuntington's

loss of his oratory powers, it actually reflects a more gen=

eral trend in diminishing church membership. Between 1761

and 1795, the average number of annual baptismsat the First

Church remained remarkably constant, averagfng about sixty-

five per year, Within this same period, the baptismal rate

at the Episcopal Church was also relatively constant, aver-

aging about twenty-five per year. In 1815, Middletown
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Congregationalists outnumbered Episcopalians by a ratio of
three—to one, so these figures seem roughly proportional to
church membership rolls.19 Between 1795 and 1810, the aver-
, age number of annual baptisms in Huntington's congregation
dropped from sixty-five to only sixteen, while Episcopal
Church records reflect a similar decline.20 These drops do
not appear to have been directly related to changes in the
size of the local population. Although the decline in the
‘baptismal rate between 1790 and 1800 parallels a decline in
population from 5375 to 5001, when the baptismal rate reached

its lowest ebb between 1800 and 1810 Middletown's population

was growing from 5001 to 5382.21

Near the turn of the nineteenth century, attendance in
Connecticut's traditional houses of worship dropped sharply.
Many were offended by the pro-Federalist stance of Congrega-
tional and Anglican miniéters; many more simply no longer
felt compelled to léad religious lives. The Toleration Act
of 1784 had made it considerably easier to dissent Erom

established religion. In Middletown, great numbers of Congre-

~gationalistsand Anglicans were lost to the newly formed Meth-

odist Society, and between 1812 and 1816 the Strict Society
literally disappeared as its followers defected to the Baptist
Church, The Methodist Church offered its communicants the

spiritual comforts of Arminian philosophy, while the Baptist
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Society attracted members with its more democratic ecclesi-

astical organization.22

’

Despite these disappointments, Huntington continued to
serve his remaining parishioners faithfully. After 1800, he
paid particularly close attention to the activities of Repub-
1ican members of his congregation. In March of 1803 he penned,
At breakfast was the first yt, ever I heard Capt.
yYandeurson had been affronted at my preachings
 pointed against him, Col. Starr, and Mr, Wolcott:
not am I able to conjecture what  sermon, nor when,
nor from what expressions.
Huntington did not want to offend Jeffersonians Van Deurson,
Starr (perhaps Nathan starr?), and Wolcott, but wished to
return them to the party of their fathers. 1In his diaries he
noted any contacts he made with them as well as any appear-
ances they made at church meetings. He also noted visits of
better known Repﬁblicans like Pierrepont Edwards, Enoch hoped
that these radicals would be won over to his side, and that
political faction and religious dissent would give way to a
reassertion of the Puritan social order., 1In 1806 he visited
- the grayveyard where many of his old friends and former parish-
ioners were buried and wrote,
When I first came to Middletown, as a candidate for
settlement it was the first time I had ever seen the
place, I had heard of it as a very respectable & ...
peaceable place. My late very good friend, the Hon,
Titus Hosmer esdgr, now deceased, was then settled here,

&...gave me a very good account of the place. According
. to his account, I found the circumstances of the place,




& their union & political happiness, under the
conduct of their leading characters, who had, &
very highly deserved their fullest confidence.

However I soon perceived a spirit of ambition for
rule & posts of honour, which could never be grati-
fied, till it should obtain the place of the leading

characters which were in its way...

Two seasornsof squirmings, I have seen, in which under
religious pretenses, & the cover of Christian love &
discipline, a spirit most notoriously opposed to the
whole genius and conversation of the Gospel hath been
acted out...Such a spirit has done, & is now doing
incalculable mischief. The peace & happiness of Society
& Churches hath been overthrown...Nothing but the inter-
position of Heaven will arrest it. This I 5EOW will be
done in God's Time, which is the best Time.

one of the last sur-

In his old age Huntington knew that he was

viving proponents of a vanishing social order, yet he died

hat its defenders would ultimately -- if only on

convinced t

the Last Day -- defeat the agents'of "incalculable mischief.”

al was just as important

The acquisition of cash and capit

s it was to members of other occupa-

to members of the clergy a
In 1764, Huntington married Mary Gray of Wind-

tional groups.

Enoch

ham, who eventually bore him two sons and six daughters.

n ministry to his children, so

could not bequeath the Middletow

er ways to provide for their future

he was forced to seek oth

support. Although he was related to men of wealth and power,

his ministerial obligations prevented him from using these

Instead, his affiliations

associations for personal gain.

e educations for his sons, and

with Yale helped secure colleg

his social status helped at least three of his children marry
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into wealthy families.

When the First Society offered Huntington the Middletown
pastorship, he was promised £350 in settlement, £110 annual

salary, and "all of his firewood annually."25

By 1767 this
sum-pr?ved ihadequate for his‘support, and he was forced to
betition the Church for additional funds to free himself from
debt.26 Throughout his career, he was occasionally given small
amounts of money to ease his financial situation, but in forty-
seven years the Society never raised his basic salary. In
part, this was a reflection of the difficulties the Church en-
countered in the tithe éollection. Many members of the parish
were too.poor (or at least claimed to be) to pay the annual
tax. 1In addition, many potential tithepayers had been lost to
Middletown's outlying parishes and her dissenting sects.

ITn accepting the First Society's salary offer, Enoch had
_grqssly underestimated his future expenses. On March 6, 1762'.
‘he purchased five acres of land in Middletown from Constant
and Mary Bozworth of Windham for £174. He was probably more
comfortable doing business with these residents of his home-
town, who had reéently inherited the land from their grand-
fatﬁer, John Ward, a native of Middletown. Remarkably, though,
Huntington's first land purchase cost him almost 75% of his
first year's earnings. The Bozworth purchase was followed

in early 1763 by three more lots costing over £126 ~- more
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than half.his_second year's income, In acquiring this land
Enoch had seriously overextended himself, for in the summer
of 1763 he was forced to sell the Bozwﬁrth acres to a Mr,
Jamés Brown for one hundred pounds, taking an apparent loss
of seventy-four pounds.27 In reselling this lot he was prob-
ably paying off a debt to fhe latter,; from whom he regularly
borrowed_money.28 Between 1764 and 1770, Huntington pur-
chased less than eighty pounds worth of land in Middletown.
Eyidently, his acquisitive tastes in this area had been
soured by experience,

To supplement his salary, Enoch prepared young men for
the entrance examinations at Yale. Among his pupils were such
future luminaries as Timothy Dwight, Ironically, with the
death of Yale president Ezra Stiles in 1795, Dwight was chosen
to succeed Stiles over Huntington, his former mentor, Enoch
also made extra money by producing crops and other goods for
sale to local merchants, In November of 1767, for example, he
consigned a number of agricultural products for sale or trade
a,b:coad._29 In 1775, he exchanged thirtnyour gallons of wine
with Reuben Plum for an equal value in labor.' His annual in-
come was also increased by gifts of food @and clothing which
he regularly received from members of the Church.30
Late in life, Huntington reflected on his financial

struggles with mixed feelings of anger and regret. On his




sixty-sixth birthday in December of 1805 he wrote a message

to his children, which he intended them to read posthumouély:

T+t would have given me great pleasure to have been
able to have left you much more. But providence hath =
otherwise ordered my affairs. I have entertained, &
still entertain an inexpressible contempt of that
avarice that grasps at money as its principal object
and covets it for its own sake. Young & inexperienced
" as I was when I was first settled, I should have hurt
my own fealings & cited (if I had surmised to the con-
trary) directly under the influence of gross suspicion
(had I then been suspicious) of the veracity of numer-
ous, reiterated offers & protestations of a sufficient
ample support for me and my family from the ready mind
of the people whom I.have loved and snged, & still
love and serve in the Gospel Ministry.

Huntington believed that it was his congregation's responsi-

bility, if not their obligation, to provide him with an ade-

quate income for the support of his family of ten. He dis-

tinguished himself from those who sought wealth "for its

own sake," and felt that a certain level of material com-

 fort was necessary if he was to conduct his office with any

semblance of dignity. In particular, he was angered by the

Society's attempts after 1803 to collect money loaned to him

in past years.32 He wrote,

When I mortgaged my house & one acre of land, I prom-
ised to Col. Hamlin [Middletown Mayor Jabez Hamlin],
who was long treasurer of the Society...to have such

a sum annually taken from my salary as would not only
pay the interest, but in a certain number of years
answer the principal. Col. Hamlin replied you cannot
spare any of your salary. How can you do without it?
Neither that gentleman nor...the principal and oldest
menbers of the Society, ever so much as [suggested thatl
they wished me to pay any part of it, much less to
increase the mortgage by an accumulation of interest,33
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Unfortunately, neither the church records nor Hunﬁington's
diaries offer any clues as to which members .of the Society
initiated the efforts to collect on his mortgage. It is unlikely
that this action was politically motivated but, rather, it seems
to have been a reflection of the congregation's changing atti-
tudes toward ministerial support.

In Huntington's last years of service his health was de-
clining, and he was unable to perform his duties with any regu-
larity. At times, he felt so sick that he entered cryptic Latin
messages in his diary, pleading to God for a swift end to his
mortal suffering.34 Tn 1805, the Church began searching for a
new pastor to assist him.35 Given this state of affairs, it
is not difficult to imagine the parishioners' frustration.

What is more difficulﬁ tb understand, however, are the steps
they took against their agiﬁg pastor. The Sociéty appears to
have adopted the heartléss but pragmatic view that it would

be wise to collect the money Huntington officially owed the
Church while he was still alive. The Society's members deci-
sion was not tempered by any emotional attachments to the man
who had served them for over forty years, but was made with
financial concerns in mind. If Enoch Huntington was born into
an age when ministers were treated with a sense of duty and
respect, he died in an age when they were often viewed as self-

serying and overly privileged.
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Before his death Huntington ordered that his estéte be
diyided at the discretion of his eight children, with the pro-
vision that his eldest.-son Enoch‘Jr. was to inherit the family
portraits, and that his daughters Lydia and Mehetable were to
retain equal shéres of his house and land so‘long as they re-
- mained unmarried.36 After their mother's death in 1803, Lydia
- and Mehetable had remained with their father to assist him with
his daily activities, and ﬁere thus accorded this special share
of his estate. Unfortunately, their father's bequest probably
proved more of a burden than a gift. In March of 1810, the
First Church demanded tﬁat the sisters pay the $750 outstanding
on Enoch's mortgage to the Society within three years.37

With the exception of Mehefable, all of Huntington's chil-
dren eventually married. His eldest son Enoch Jr,married Sarah
Ward, who was the stepdaughter of Middletown Mayor Asher Miller.
Daughtei Mary married Matthew Talcott Russell, the grandson of
the Reverend William Russell, who had preceded Enoch Sr. as
. minister of the First Church. Russell was a Yale graduate and
a wealthy Middletown lawyer, and served as Deacon in the First
Church from 1798 until his death in 1828. 1In 1813, Lydia Hunt-
ington married local manufacturer Simeon North who, like Nathan
Starr, was engaged in the production of arms for the Federal
Government. Of the elder Huntington's remaining sons and

daughters-in-law, relatively little is known, His daughter
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Lucy married Simeon House of Hebron, Connecticut, and daughter
Martha married Edward Hulbert of. Middletown. Esther Huntington
married Benjamin Rosenkrantz of Waterford, and youngest son
Samuel married Mary Johnston of Middletown.38

The respective fortunes of Enoch Huntingfon Jr. and his
brother Samuel provide a study in contrast. Enoch Huntington Jr.
was graduated from Yale in 1785 and awarded the Berkeley Schol-
arship. Subsequently, he returned to Middletown to open up a
law pracfice. In many respects ﬁe is aﬁ enigmatic figure, and
the reasons why he pursued a legal career instead of training
for the ministry are a matter of pure speculation. Perhaps he
was discouraged from the latter after witnessing his father's
financial struggles. Huntington Sr. appears to have approved
of his son's career choice, and was probably especially glad
that he joined the Connecticut bar. As the established clergy
lost its religious following, it became increasingly aware of
the iegal profession's power to maintain social order and the
status quo. The Middletown tax records suggest that Enoch
enjoyed a steady increase in hié fortunes until 1804, when he
was assessed the considerable sum of $402, By 1810, however,
‘his business was on the wane, and this downward trénd continued
until his death sixteen years later.39 The causesof his fail-
ure are unknown. Although he was probably an active Federal-

ist early in his career, it is doubtful that he was foolish
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enough to pursue this conservative line after the Republican
victory of 1818. However, his career may have been tainted by
Federalist associations, and more liberally minded clients per-
haps chose to take their business elsewhere. It 1s also poss-
ible that his failure simply resulted from his decision to

remain in Middletown during its years of commercial decline.

At first, he appears to have greeted this turn of fate
optimistically, for his extant correspondence is generally
cheerful in tone. In 1817 he wrote William E. Hulbert ( a rel-
ative of his brother-in-law Edward) in Hudson, New York on the
promising prospects for a "snuff merchant" in Middletown:

I condole with you at the decrease of snuff-takers and
you still have my wishes for your success in business.

i If you would come here and open up a snuff store I have
g : no doubt but you would make an independent fortune for
& you can hardly ever go into a Grocery Store here with-
out having an old woman say, "I want to get a cent's
worth of snuff." With these advantages in mind, I think
you cannot fail to make us a visit shoESly if you are
not wholly blind to your own interest.

Hulbert may well have heeded his cousin's advice, for he later
settled in Middletown and married Enoch Jr.'s daughter Mary in
1833, 1In April of 1818 Enoch Jf. urged his eldest son, who
was at Yale, not to worry about the costs of tuition and living
expenses in New Haven, By the following(August, however, he
had only prayers to offer.4l Enoch Huntington III managed to

complete his Yale education, but his father died intestate and

insolyent in 1826 at the age of fifty-eight. The Middletown




Court of Pfobate valued his estate at $78.86 and ordered it
sold to help cover his debts.42

Sémuel Huntington also ente;ed the legal profession, but
achieved markedly different results. Fifteen years younger
than Enoch Jr., he was graduated from Yale in 1800 and, like
hie brother and his father before him, was chosen the Berkeley
scholar of his class. While in New Haven, he lived for a time
with his father's friend Simeon Baldwin, who was a well-known
Federaiist lawyer and judge.43 After graduation, Samuel stud-
jed law with his brother, but soon decided against pursuing a
career in Middletown. In 1806 he moved to Waterford, New York
to establish his own practice, and in 1825 he relocated in Troy.
By the time of his death in 1854, he was a wealthy and respected
judge.44 Unlike his elder brother, samuel took advantage of
the opportunities which his profession offered for geographical
mobility, and met with far‘greater success.

Ironically, Enoch Huntington Jr.'s son Enoch III rejected
his Presbyterian heritage and became a minister in the Episcopal
Cchurch. It was not that unusual for 0ld Lights to convert to
Episcopalianism, though, for like 0ld Lights, Anglicans placed
more emphasis on religious and moral order than on spiritual
conyiction, After graduating f;om vale in 1821 he moved to
pPhiladelphia, where he was ordained in 1825. In 1827 he wrote

his sister Mary who was living with her uncle Samuel at Troy,
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T wish you to attend the Episcépal phurehs Lt A8

politic as you have no objection to it...Keep clear

of the disgusting puritanism rant and fanaticism.of !

Troy Presbyterians, men women and children were crazy

with fanaticism when I was there and spreading infidel~

ity throughout the village by their extravagances which

they called religion.4
Enoch Huntington III was -appalled by the "puritanism and rant"
which accompanied_the Second Great Awakening, yet his grand-
father probably would have welcomed such a revival twenﬁy_years
earlier. Young Enoch's views were tempered by developments
which he had witnessed in Connecticut after 1818. With the
disestablishment of religion, the State's churches had not
failed, but had enjoyed increased attendancé as well as con-
tinued financial support. Moreover, the clergy had stopped
making spectacles of themselves in political disputes. For
Enoch T1TI, the Second Great Awakening represented a noisy aﬁd
unwelcome intrﬁsion upon a new era of interdenominatiénal
tranquility.

The Reverend Daniel Huntingtoﬁ éccepted the pastorship
of the first Church in Middletown in August of 1809, two
months after the death of his distant cousin Enoch Huntington
Sy, - The congregation may have sensed some reassuring famil-
iarity in the continuation of the Huntington surname, but
their new minister was not closely relatéd to his predecessor,

and his views respecting the ministration of the Gospel dif-

fered considerably from those of the late Enoch. Dan Huntington
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was a highly mobile, Success-oriented professional whose chief

' interests lay in the efficient'management of his domestic and

pastoral affairs, Born in Lebanon, Connecticut in 1774, he

two Years, returned to tﬁtor at Yale until 1798, and then
accébted the-pastorship of the First Church in Litchfield,
Connecticut. TIn 1801 he married Elizabeth Phelps of Hadley,
Massachusetts, who had been introducegd to him several years
earlier by their mutual friend Timothy Dwight. As their fam-

ily_grew‘(they eventually had eleven children), Huntington

~found it increasingly difficult to live on his annual salary

of four hundred dollars. 1In January of 1809 he left the
Litchfield parish "for want of‘support."46

If Enoch Huntington had been concerned with temporal
affairs, Dan Huntington was obsessed with them, 1In accepting
the eight hundred dollar salary offered him by the Middletown

First Society he warned, "whether it will pe a maintenance

. &0 g fising and expensive family, remains to be provea, 47

It is not clear why the Society offered him a salary twice
as large as Enoch's but, as I indicateq earlier, the Society

does not appear to have been satisfied with the latter's ser-

. ¥ices in his last years of life,. and had even been willing to

SUpPpPOrt a second, assistant pastor if one could have been had
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for the right price. Dan Huntington was something of a status
seeker, and he intended for his family to nrise" in affluence
as well as size. In 1809 he described the Middletown parish
to his father-in-law Charles Phelps,

The habits and manners of the people are my OwDn; and

those of this place, 1 can truly say, do not suffer in

comparison with those of any other in cont. The inhab-
jtants are enlightened and sufficiently refined. Mr.

Dana [Middletown lawyer and congressman Samuel W. Danal.

& other men of the same magnitude are members of my

cong:rer;;a:ltion.‘lr8 :

Although Dan Huntington's followers were "sufficiently refined,"
they were eventually unable to provide him with an income suf-
ficient to his tastes.

Unlike Enoch Huntington, he does not appear to have been
interested in raising crops Or distilling liquor to supple-
ment his salary. I,ike Enoch, however, he ran a boarding school
to prepare students for admittance to Yale. On at least two
occasions, he received cash gifts of one hundred dollars or

more from wealthy parishioners.49 He probably also earned a

small amount by endorsing a book entitled Bird's Sermons, which
50

was advertised in the Middlesex Gazette in 1814. Despite

these additional sources of income, Huntington requested to

be dismissed from the Middletown pulpit in January of 1816,
citing want of support and ill-health as his reasons for

"
1ﬂnvinu.01 iis memoirs recount, "I found my income did not

meet the expenses of an increasing establishment, in. the style

S



of ahcity.life."52 Following his dismissal he moved to Hadley
to assume the directorship of the Hopkins Academy. Three of
his sﬁns were educated at Harvérd, and one at Amhetrst. He and
his wife retired to hef parents' farm where, presumably, they
enjoyed all the comforts of a life in the country.

Although Dan Huntington preached a calvinist rhetoric

simiiar to that of his predecessor, he practiced gquite a dif-

ferent policy with respect to his pariéhioners. Enoch Hunting-
ton had always extolled the virtues of the Puritan community,
and had encoﬁraged people to share in its spirit. Although

he often preached “firé and brimstone," he conducted his office

leniently, and tried to smooth over individual differences

wherever possible. Dan Huntington, however, was a fervent L

~evangelist, and banned the unregenerate from the church aisles.,

In 1810 he lectured,

Wwhat have you to object, to evangelical religion, on
the‘ground of reason? What can be more reasonable,
T ask, my friends, than to attend to our condition
as dying sinners; as accountable creatures; as
immoral creatures...? ...You know, that all ydu say
in derision of experimental religion...you say in
bitterness of your hearts, and against your better
judgement., >

In this m"evangelical,’ "experimental” spirit the First Church
abandoned the Half-Way Covenant in 1813. 1In keeping with
Huntington's new, strict policy the Society also voted in Jan- «

nary of 1814 to appoint a committee "for the suppression of

S s e e e
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improper conduct" during church meetings. The motion provided
for several men to sit in the galleries every Sunday and re-
port any disrespectful activity to the sheriff.55 Dan Hunting-

ton was far more interested in running an orderly, pious . con~

~gregation than he was in increasing its numbers.

There is some evidence to suggest that his departure
from the First Church was not entirely related to his finan-
cial troubles and ill-health. Huntington was an ardent Fed-
eralist, and it is quite likely that his political views caused

some friction within the parish after 1810. In addition; al-

~though many'membérs of the Church approved of his ministerial

style, others appear to have been quite averse te: k. - IN
November of 1814 the Huntingtons returned from a visit £o
Hadley to find that a ball was to be given in honor of Naval
Captain Thomas MacDonough, who had recently won a celebrated

victory over the British fleet on Lake Champlain. Elizabeth

'Huntington wrote her mother,

Tt was said nearly 1200 dollars had been subscribed
[for the ball] and no pains or expense would be
spared to render the entertainment brilliant -- Mr.
H. felt the impropriety of it -- and thot it his duty
+o bear public testimony against it...his sermon was
such as you would imagine nothing irritating but to
those determined to go on in their own way -—- numbers
were offended -- and this morning an anonymous letter
was found on our steps telling Mr, H. that his two
sermons on the 18th would be a lasting disgrace to
him & his & c. ~- many on the contrary were highly
delighted, and some withdrew their names from the
pall subscription and presented the same sum... to
the charitable society...>®
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Evidently; not everyone in Huntington's parish was enamored

of his evangelical leanings. 1In all probability, he found

such fublic opposition to his éreaching quite disconcerting,
and his pastoral experience in Middletown appears to have geen
mbre frustrating than the historical record will reveal. After
moving to Hadley in 1816, Dan Huntington abandoned the cloth
and converted to Unitarianism.

Enoch and Dan Huntington are perhaps best understood as

products, respectively, of pre- and post-Revolutionary Conn-

ecticut. Enoch Huntington was raised in the heart of an 01ld
Light Society by devoutly religious parents, and received a
conservative Yale education. During these formative years,
he learned that it was-the minister's duty to promote social
as well as spiritual harmony and, in his own experience, he
probably observed this to be true. Throughout his career,
he demonstrated great love and concern for his spiritual

charges, and attached more importance to his ministerial obli-

_gations than he did to his material wants. He perceived him-

self as a true "shepherd of his flock," and firmly believed

- that spiritual devotion was necessary for the conduct and

'guidance of secular.activities. More than just a rhetoric-

ian, he subordinated the secular to the spiritual in his own
life, and conducted his career accordingly.

Although Dan Huntington may have received an education
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quite similar to Enoch's, he céﬁe of age at a ﬁime when men
weré increasingly separating secular activity from spiritual
concérns. If his primary concérn as a minister was to culti-
vate spiritual devotioﬁ, his primary goal as an educated !
professional was the attainment of personal success, and he
tailored his career to accomodate these two objectives. He
was occupationally as well as.geographically mobile, and was
just as content to work as a teacher as he was to serve as a
pastor. As minister of the First Church, he does not appear
to have become emotionally attached to his parishioners, but
treated them with an air of professional detachment. With an
eight hundred dollar annual salary and his additional sources
of income, it is doubtful that he was in-worse financial
atraits than his predecessor had been. Nevertheless, as a
success-oriented professional, he felt compelled to abandon

the Middletown pastorship in search of greater gain.
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