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ONE AFTERNOOH.»
;

Leurencina was walk‘ing slowly back end forth under
ghe srch that oonnected the two wings of the house. There
were orenge trees in large gooden tubs standing in a row
on the brick paVemeht under.the arch, and Leaurencina head
come out here to wait for s visitor. He had sent vword only
the day before that he had returnqd to Charlotte-Amelie
from St. Croix end asked to come to see Laurencina that
afternoon. Shexhad been regdy for him for some time -
glthough it was iny'four o'eloek. Now she thought of going
in to see if the'wind had ruffled her hair, but she decided
to wait outside as she had planned. In order to seem to
herself that she was occupied, she began to examine the
leavea‘of the orange plants picking off a few that had
dried, Some of the plants W;re in blossom, the fragrance
was faint because the wind of 1até autumn blew through the
eourtyard and made 8 draft of air under the arch., Leurencina
pressed her face against the hard leaves to breathe the
perfume. It made her think of their plantation in the
country, a corner of the‘garden hear a red gargen seat.

Unlike the daughters of the/fgeer BEnglish families, ®he
- hed speant her life on the i and, end now she was twenty-

five. When Charles Durrain ame, she thought that she
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would ask him to pick a Bpr;y of the orange flowers for
her. One that grew beyon; per reach was Very beautiful
there were threekblossomg aﬁd g small orange.
jt gave her pleasuré to remember that he was a
little taller than she. | .
Presently the bel] ioundéd at the entrance, and
Laurencina was not surpriseé that her heart beat faster.
Hér thoughts grew a little §onfused and she controlled
a desire toféﬁ ‘into the dr;iing room, at the other end of
the orange walk. In a momént or two she could hear steps
coming from the entrance wing - down the passage to the court-
yara. When she turned, sheisaw Charles Durrain, as she
expected; he was coming toward her between the orange trees.
8he thought that ‘he looked pale‘aa&—seemgﬁ-elde¥; and she
noticed that he was in riding olothes. He came near her and
shook hands nervously, without looking at her directly.
She found herself very quiet:énd at ease.
| | He spoke first - hurgiedéand self-conscious.
"Well, at last we meet again, Laurencina."
sﬁe answered very gently, "Yes, it is a long time."
And then it seemed to her that'éhekmust continue speaking.
"fou rode over from the measéjéﬁ !
"NO - the de Ubre's agied me to dine and .go. fg: a_.

moanlight rido. I hOped t "you would excuse me it 1

came dreseed far that.
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é Leurencina moved towarg the };'tepa leading to the house,
Durrain kept close besiy, he? instead of following ~ althougp
ug

the passage was narrow, “

then they were insue she remembered her play of
staying in the courtyard and picking some of the orange
flowers. After all it qdiq not seem Worth while,

She went and sat dovn on the long seat by the window

where she had ordered tea to be brought. Durrain had con-

’, - tinued to talk as they crosged the long, beautiful drawing
! room. He sat down now, near hor - and kept on with

a deacription of how he haa- ohanced to meet the'iferes that
morning, and of the invitation that they had at once given him.
I.anroncina had forgotten that he talked so much, she re-
membered now how she used to try to answer politely and

respond even though her attentlon windered. But to-day

she _conld ‘not 1isten - althongh Sshe looked at him and smiled
occaaionally.

R TE

She had seen from his manner when they met,
and from his nervoueness now§ tlnt he was still in love

wlt.hﬁ her.‘ She Ielt indiffeRent and relaxed.

e

"Do the de were's mterest you?"
~ "Oh.no," he answered, "they are nothing to me - .

DOlly de yere is fatter then ever!™ and he laughed noisily.

% &

. . . "&hy do you accept th’iir kindnesses then‘?" she began
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e 7 -éay, “‘but she dia not wa Stor his answer ‘and askea htm
instead how he enjoyed Christiansted where he had been
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gince he left their ialand.';;\,
“Have you enjoyeq yédrge].f?-"% she said.
"Yes, after a faﬂhiz}na I've made some very goog

friends. If I do say it tgo nicest people have been tre-

mendously kind to me. ne;%or dined at home. How is your
father?" he asked abruptiy, / -

"Pepa is not very wéil."‘ Laurencina answered, longing

to express herself to hinm as}fsh’e’ had imagined doing, before
he came. Y T g SEET

; "Poor papa hes givenéz'np everything at the English
Bank, everything anywhere - %axce‘pt" backgemmon with Mr. Gibbon.
I read aloud to him, but he ?,e very lonely now that he is not

strong enough for visitors."

“"Yes ~ yes - it musfﬁ be s0," Durrain answered. He

was leaning forward looking st her, and Laurencina felt that

8he must cry out all that sh§ longed to tell,.toh-ua Sharegf
).énpd 3

and ,‘underetoo‘d »

3
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"Bdith is here now -i!‘,hml her husband, but she will
BO very soon, then we shall b® elone again."

| MOh, is Rdith here - I should like to see her.
And, by the way, I met some Deople in St. Croix who said

very flattering thinge aboutiyou - ™ And then he began a
8tory of these friends, 1 ht

'g & .good deal gs he,.,taﬁi’ik‘ed

,'Qith-tne closed forefinger
3. |
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and meking nervous gestures
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and thumh of both hands. Ltyen°1na watched him, 8itting
very still wlth her dark oy, prowraised. He did not
attract her, ehe could HOtnmrry him. Since her sister's
visit, marriage had 8eremaq suddenly desirable, beautifyj,
Rdith 1ooked 80 pretty and ray = Peter was always admiring
her and making her 8eem even more brtlliant than she was.

I.aurenoina had refused Oharles Durrain a year before -
and yet ever sinoe he had written to her. His coming,
just now had heen full of poegibilities to her imagination.
| | "Oharlea -l_" she broke out in the midst of something
that he was saying, "I am so dissatisfied with my life =~
You havp known me a long time - Why is it that I
gseem to be acbon'xpiishing nothing? I feel that I could be
80 wonderful, do évo much, and. hé:e I am day after day."
The thoughts that had crowdad" her mind for so long - now
eaemed to have lett her. Aftnr all, she could not express them.
"Don't be disaatlsfied » Du.rrain was saying. " Think
of your inflnence in the fami: y here - and then your father!"
Zhere is a reaeon for being 0! use. What would he do without
7011?" He spoke in the voice or & teacher.
| "YeB " Laurenec ins anSWered in a low tone, "I rmmt not

be disaatiaﬁed " And then he_r paesion broke out asaln-

"You are a man, and oaxinot
F—— ,‘ B
at the Embassy, and your vi

e fairlg There is gour work
8 here and there, moonligh\'.

rides - . W



woh well «" Durrsj, eéok' triumphently. "You must
not be envious = you coulq y,ge moonlight rides if you
wanted to acecept themin" |

"Phat is true -" 1, .oncine gave up trying to say

what was in her heart. ;

I must not be envioys - but I am, I am =" She
rose suddenly and moved awsy, Durrain looked astonished and
111 at ease. Leurencina cape back and sat down guietly
teking up some knitting. l _

"You know, I want yom tol=b>eghappy -" Durrain began -
apeakiag. uneertainly - "If tﬁerg is anything that I can do,
you must let me know." He looked at fx—:r eagerly, leaning
forward eloser to her.

Leurencina drew bsck » she saw that she had roused
him, and she was ,so;:;;ry - and & little afraid.

- "No ~ no - You are very kind - but you wouldn't
understand ~ " She wished tbgt,_h;e would insist - that he
would ask her to tell]l him hOi Bh,é felt ~ but he did not.

She begen to ask hiﬁx about hfg;. experiences. He told her
8everal amusing anecdo tes Offth_ people whom he had met.
They were presently leughing and Laurenc ina thought him“
More entertaining than she had remembered, now that he
jadi#tﬁa&e. ‘» ' « ﬁ_

& B ,,N,.\‘,,,;’. i -; :;ﬂ‘;’.""" wia ’.,’ bﬁbugﬂ ‘ ’Ai”"

\ _ , yal
‘-fand the Beautifuliroem Where. . ... ...

they set grew lovelier wit _';gfhe 148t gleams of sun.
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Leurencins noticed that Durr;in was s8ilent every now gng
;hen - looking at her, gh, ,yemined him &8 well. Hig
face had a certain expresyj,, of sedness and gentleness
in repose. The hair grew tﬁ}ck of(»’ his high forehesd,
but his mouth was notffirm' éﬂd his teeth were crowded
and prominent. | ‘
Yet in his presence,k under the flattering appeal
of his eyes - Laurencina fe1¢ herself expand into a certsain

pleasure. She knew that he thought her lovely and clever,

she was delighted to be reass’qred\ot her charm. It stimu-
lated her to say careless, wi’cty ‘things. Durrain seemed to
be an audience that missea the fine points = and yet could
be counted on for admiration. Leurencina enjoyed making

_ him witty - as well. She flattered him a little and he
‘grew almost brilliant. His égotism seemed less noticeable.
He was really very clever and"snc.cesafﬁl at the Embassy -

but.he denied her praises in'a way that was simple and
modest. ‘

. "No one needs me - "‘:he gaid. "Of course I am fortu-
nate I like my work - the vorld has been very kind to me -

81111 you needn’t think that I?am--satisfied; I get along -~

thﬁt is all." He gave one 0f his nervous gestures which

every now end then dlepleased
R f» R i m, I ’moke’)ﬂghe

urencina. v P
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It made him seem more masculline. He smoked three cigaretltes

rapidly, striking a great miny matches. Suddenly he broke

d;" She enjoyeds Mvi*QgM e
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off in his talke. }

'Iéll - Laurenciny _j There seemed such emphggig
in his tone that she belg,, o4 bim about to say something
very gserious - perhaps evey to propose to her again., g

had g'rown pale and stood up

“I suppose I must goi-w he seid, looking at her vl th

‘a eurious expression. |

| Lanreneina diad not r;géi *dh yes, to the de i%rn's,"
she answére'é"lmgﬁigiy. Then sOmething gave her a sharp
pang of gfief He was 1eaving, this was all. And yet he
did not attract her as he stood there. ,

"It hes been splendid to ‘see you -~ I'11 ring you up
and see if you can't let me come again "
‘ "Oh - yes'—“ Laurencina went with him towara the

He took her hand in & thick nervous grasp - shaking
1t hard. Then he 1eft.

°°m138 back into the?@om with its besuty and gquiet -
Walking over the P011Shed floor - raurencina moved slowly.
She was very unhappy. Her imagination had suggested such

strange, exciting'- satisfying tﬁihgs, ahd new there we:
nothihg, ' T B : Coee .

Turning when she reap d to the table, she Wa{}ed
the’lengtﬁ '6f the Toom” agav “pest the 53%§1¢*”°aﬁin°ﬁa~ﬂ

the 01d Danish tapestried o aire the tables with glass
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of tall tuber-roses ..q jéssamine. It was so suggestive

vases

of every Jo¥ and romance, py the nerrov mirrors as she

passed - Laurencina saw he, pace - 1t seemed to her that
at her sorrowfully.

a strange, beautiful Woman 160ked
yoving back again - the silapt ¥oom laughed at her. She

felt that she carried a tregsure, desirable, lovely, price-

less here‘ in her hands she held it and there was no one
The passion to give overwhelmed her. She

to accept it.
For 8

-reached the mantle and put héj head on her arm.

long time she 8tood there.
That evening the family sat at dinner.

was opposite her father - who looked very angry at being old.
Peter was very hsndsome

Leurencina

EBdith eand Peter were there as well.
His fine Danish colouring made

in a tall, decisive way.
Edith was very

him conspicuous among these English people.
pretty, like a lovely, soft Plumed bird.
"Charles Durrain askig to be remembered to you,
Papa," Leurencina seid.
®0h, he was here - &Sain. I should like to see
him. You ought to marry him, I:aurencina.
| Taurenc ina moved ‘her PJ_fgte a little.

piré?}. Edith was speaking lﬂ;er kind, high Vcice° ’

She felt very

/

"\Oh Laurenclna, 4o hard to pjleaae,.@ 5 o
ort and smiled a 1ltéle.

Daurencina made an



