
(Excerpts of) Speech by Margaret Sanger, Feb. 11, 1923 
 
  
“Most of us believe that Birth Control might be a good thing in some cases, but we all 
more or less have some objections, and I am not going to take up the time for all these 
objections, but I am just going to dwell upon one or two of them:  
 
An objection is that it is going to lead to immorality.  That is a very serious objection and 
one that we cannot pass over lightly.  It is this aspect of the subject which took me to 
Europe before Birth Control was launched in the United States.  I found, for instance, in 
Japan, that my son and I had to revise our ideas of immorality.  I found that the things we 
found immoral here were found very moral in Japan.  Morality today has been 
immorality a hundred years ago and immorality today is likely to be morality a hundred 
years from now.  I think it is an insult to suggest that our women will become 
promiscuous if they have knowledge, if they have not the fear of the result to keep them 
moral.  In other words, the inference is that a woman must be kept ignorant to live a clean 
life.  I don’t believe that is true. 
 
Again, we might say that everything can be mis-used.  All knowledge can be mis-used; 
we know that.  Everything today has some mis-use of it.  But we don’t stop the progress 
of humanity because of the few who mis-use things.  Automobiles can be mis-used; 
certainly razors can be mis-used, and as a matter of fact, when razors were first put on the 
market there was just the same objection.  In the old days a man could not shave himself, 
only a doctor had that privilege; later they had a public barber; and gradually men began 
to buy razors and shave themselves.  And they said, ‘Why, if you let any man have a 
razor to shave he will cut the throat of the man he quarrels with.  The secret of life is to 
teach people the proper use of knowledge.  And that is what we have got to do with 
knowledge of Birth Control.  We have got to teach young people the proper use of 
knowledge.” 
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