
Hannah Dane Sargent Huntington: Letter to her son George re Arria, 1871 
  
“This afternoon we have been to St. John’s which is suddenly in need of a vigorous 
head.  If Arria was a man, things would be in nice order.  There she can not do all, though 
there are male workers, there is no one fitted to be the head.” 
 
  
Hannah Dane Sargent Huntington: Letter to her son George re Arria, 1877 
  
“Yesterday you would have been amused if you Could have seen Arria walking through 
the city with a tall policeman by her side, perhaps you would have been somewhat 
surprised.  She was in search of a girl of 15 who had left home for some months and who 
we had every reason to think was with bad associates, going to ruin. 
 
Arria went to the police office, described the girl and told them where she felt she was, so 
they detailed a police officer to go with her and take the girl away.  After a long walk 
they arrived at a wretched house which the policeman entered and found the girl herself 
alone in the house. 
 
She made no objection to accompanying them except that she was left in charge of the 
house.  But the officer told her she had nothing to do but to submit to orders and with that 
Arria took the girl and lodged her safely in the Shelter where she seemed very thankful to 
be and we shall find her a place in the country as she is not willing to return to her home 
which is a miserable one and where she says she was so unhappy that she rather die than 
go back. 
 
The house has already been of great use, though of course we do not expect to keep on 
sure half who come to us.  We shall still have the satisfaction of having something better 
to offer them.” 
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