
A History of Delftware

 

 

            Delftware is tin-glazed earthenware, composed of a buff-colored body coated with a layer of lead
opacified by tin ashes. It first appeared in the Near East in the 9th century, and then spread through trade to
the Mediterranean, reaching South Spain in the 11th century. Delftware appeared in Italy in the
14th century before moving to France and the Low Countries (present day Netherlands, Belgium, and
Luxembourg) in the early 16th century.

 

            Despite its eastern origins, Delftware was named for the city of Delft, Holland, an area known both
for pottery and several Delftware factories. In the 16th century, the Dutch modeled their pottery on the
characteristics of Italian pottery. By the 17th century, however, the Dutch controlled much of the trade
around Asia, having seized control from Portugal. As a result, Chinese style porcelain became extremely
popular in the Netherlands. The factories that produced Delftware began to copy porcelain designs. This
practice netted a huge profit after internal Chinese wars disrupted trade between China and the West and
reduced the amount of porcelain imported from the east. The great demand for Chinese porcelain led many
Dutch to buy Delftware porcelain

 

            In 1567 two Flemish potters, Jasper Andries and Jacob Jansen, arrived in Norwich, England to
establish a Delftware factory. There was not enough clay in that area of England, however, so the two men
moved their factory to London. In the 17th and 18th century other “Low Country” immigrants began
arriving in England and established Delftware factories. These factories profited from exporting their
products to the colonies in the Americas. In 1771, 64,077 pieces of Delftware were sent to the colonies.
Many American merchants advertised the sale of Delftware to increase their business profits. Delftware
served as a status symbol for the colonists in the gentry and middle class. By the late 1770s Delftware
became unfashionable as more durable and fashionable Chinese pottery was manufactured (such as that by
the Wedgwood Company).
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