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Catherine Parr Traill, Peterborough, Ontario, 1836 
  
“(p. 171) The squaws are very ingenious in many of their handiworks.   We 
find their birch-bark baskets very convenient for a number of purposes.  My 
bread-basket, knife tray, sugar-basket, are all of this humble material.  When 
ornamented and wrought in patterns with dyed quills, I can assure you, they are 
by no means inelegant…The Indians are acquainted with a variety (p. 172) of 
dyes, with which they stain the more elegant fancy-baskets and porcupine-
quills.  Our parlour is ornamented with several very pretty specimens of their 
ingenuity in this way, which answer the purpose of note and letter-cases, flower 
stands and work baskets.” 
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Constance Harrison, home decoration manual, 1881 
p. 234 
“Quick to imitate forms and combine colors, the Indians have copied a number 
of models given them by summer visitors to Mount Desert.  On one occasion a 
lady displayed in one of the tents a Madras handkerchief, such as have recently 
been worn for costumes, parasols, and petticoats, asking if a basket could be 
made to repeat the colors.  The idea was quickly caught, and in a short time a 
number of split-wood waste-baskets were produced in brilliant dyes 
harmoniously combined, which speedily became the fashion.” 
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Annual report of the Department of Indian Affairs for 1882 
p. 24 
A Canadian Indian agent ‘lamenting’ that the Indians at Akwesasne would not 
emulate their white neighbors farming methods stated that: 
“…consequently basket-making, ax-handle manufacturing, bead work, 
moccasin-making and other Indian handicraft, have to be resorted to, in order to 
supply the deficit.  And to dispose of these articles the Indians have to visit 
numerous places, and thus their old, and to them, congenial habit of wandering 
about the country is fostered, which is attended with evil results to them, 
morally and materially.” 
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