
Patty Boltwood’s Sampler, 1795, Silk embroidery on linen 
  

“Attend to Virtue’s Voice 
Let Virtue by my choice 
From Virtue never stray 
But Virtue’s Law obey” 

  
Martha (Patty) Boltwood was the daughter of Samuel and Judith Boltwood of Amherst, 
MA.  She was born on December 4, 1778, the 1st daughter of four children.  Patty married 
John Arms of Conway, MA on Jan. 23, 1800.  John Arms was the son of Captain 
Consider Arms, one of the founders of Conway, Massachusetts.  Patty brought this 
sampler and its message of “virtue’s voice” with her into the marriage. 
             
The sampler, like many from the time period offer a glimpse into the world of Republican 
motherhood, that period in time just after the Revolution when women were viewed with 
the blessings of virtue and piety that the new republic of America needed.  If women 
were to be the first teachers of the future citizens, then they needed to embody the ideals 
commonly associated with Christian womanhood.  Catherine Kelly, author of In the New 
England Fashion, writes of this era and its women, who, like Patty Boltwood believed at 
the time of their marriage “with joy I bear his name and pay the duties which his virtue 
claims” (93).  Marriage increased joy for both men and women.  Kelly articulates a 
widower’s goals in re-marrying with Aaron Fuller’s 1818 essay, “The Life I should like” 
with his description of a wife who would be “tender hearted, and affectionate to all 
virtuous people” (94).  Fuller married Fanny Negus two years later in 1820 and she seems 
to share his ideals for she writes to him when he is traveling on business, years later that 
her “thoughts naturally advert to you, the beloved partner of my joys and sorrows” (96). 
           
This sampler is emblematic not just of Patty Boltwood or of 18th century marriages; it is 
an artifact of women’s education.  Instructional needlework was very much a part of the 
curriculum for these women. A Gallery of American Samplers by Glee Krueger (E.P. 
Dutton, 1978) defines samplers, tracing the word back to the Latin exemplum for 
example, or model.  The sampler taught women to practice stitch types and combinations 
but also added morals, decorative scenes, and borders as the needle workers became older 
and more refined.  Krueger notes that “Sewing was the only subject offered that really 
differentiated the curriculum of the girls from that of the boys” (12).  Another text, In 
Female Worth and Elegance:  Sampler and Needlework Students and Teachers in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 1741-1840 by John LaBranche and Rita Conant (The 
Portsmouth Marine Society, 1996) quotes the Reverend John C. Ogden, “By instructing 
our Females in those useful and necessary branches of industry which are peculiar to their 
sex the use of the needle in particular, we also furnish them with a source of wealth and 
profit, which is necessary for all conditions of life” (xvi). 
	  


