
Letter from Dan Huntington to Bethia, July 11, 1831 
  
“Now to the subject of your letter.  So you seem to be in great demand Bethia, both at 
home & abroad.  I know not what to advise you to.  What my own selfish wishes would 
dictate I have no doubt about.  Whether these would coincide with your duty to your 
happiness is another affair.  The sphere in which you move at home, however great the 
blessing to your parents, to your brothers, & younger sister, I am sensible, is not exactly 
that which I should wish.  Perhaps a door is now opening for something different, & more 
agreeable on the whole to your wishes.  Consult then your own heart, attend to the 
pointings of Providence:  look to the throne of divine grace, & do, on the whole as you 
think best:  not forgetting to consult with your elder brother & sister Helen, as well as the 
dear ones nearer home.  Depend upon it, your Ma & I shall be satisfied with your 
decision.  Dictate, we cannot.  It would, you see, be altogether improper.  Should you 
determine to go, you will have to avail yourself of all you can get out of Whiting while at 
home.  Your knowledge of the sciences must have grown somewhat rusty.  Modern 
modes of instructing you know vary from those in vogue no longer ago than when you 
were at school.  Critical knowledge in many branches is necessary.  Your mode of 
reading, you know, is not exactly in the style of Mr. Washburn.  In short, the parade & 
pedantry as well as those qualifications that are of more importance, that are necessary, 
demand a considerable effort.  In Mr. Anderson the Preceptor at N. Salem, you may 
expect to find, should you go, an amiable, an able, & I think an excellent friend & fellow-
labourer, & being a married man, you may be relieved of an embarrassment that might 
otherwise be perplexing.  Should you be called to instruct in any branch with which you 
were not entirely familiar, you might with his assistance, I doubt not get along to your 
own mind & to the acceptance of others.  The society in New Salem is good.  Mrs. Allen 
you are acquainted with.  Board with her if you can.  In giving your answer, if 
affirmative, mention this & the reason for it—Seeking divine direction, I have no doubt 
you will go right.” 
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